
SECTORAL ORIENTATION 1/5

Double materiality analysis
of FISCHVERBAND
A voluntary orientation tool for fisheries, aquaculture, seafood processing and trade.

Prepared in early 2025 on the basis of the European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS) and the 
regulatory understanding available at that time.

Purpose To help companies structure, test and explain due-diligence considerations in complex 
seafood supply chains — without replacing company-specific assessment.
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WHAT THE EXERCISE COVERS 2/5

A sector view across the seafood value chain
The DMA identifies typical sustainability impacts, risks and opportunities, with particular attention to 
upstream supply chains.

Fisheries

harvesting, stocks, vessels

Aquaculture

farm inputs, sites, welfare

Processing

food safety, labour, waste

Trade

sourcing, customers, 
transparency

Key result For many seafood companies, the most relevant issues often arise upstream — particularly in 
fisheries, aquaculture, sourcing and supplier relationships.

– Supports a structured view of sector-specific material topics. – Links practical supply-chain knowledge to a more formal 
assessment framework.
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION 3/5

Example: farmed salmon filets

A processor or trader may only handle filets, but the materiality assessment still needs to look upstream.

Company activity

Processing or trading
farmed salmon filets

Upstream link

Feed production and
farming steps on land

Relevant topics

Land use and
invasive species

Due-diligence question

Can sourcing choices
be explained and managed?

Land use

Relevant because salmon feed production and parts of the 
farming chain depend on land-based inputs and activities.

Invasive species

Potentially relevant because risks linked to escapes and ecological interactions can remain 
material through sourcing, even for filet-only operations.

DMA lesson A material topic may sit upstream, but the company still needs a defensible view of why it is relevant — or why it is not.
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HOW IT WAS PREPARED 4/5

Multi-step expert process, clear limits
The exercise reflects sector knowledge and external expertise available during its preparation.

1

ESRS basis

Regulatory understanding in early 
2025

2

Sector input

Seafood-sector representatives 
and member companies

3

Due diligence expertise

Company experts on sustainability 
and supply chains

4

External review

MSC staff, fisheries scientists and 
sustainability experts

Important limitation

The DMA is not a binding template, not legal guidance and not a 
substitute for company-specific assessment.

Best use

Use it to challenge and organise company reasoning before 
communicating due-diligence considerations.
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COMPANY COMPETENCE 5/5

From supply-chain requests to defensible answers
Companies increasingly need to understand, explain and manage sourcing choices in complex seafood supply 
chains.

Pressure

Requests from customers, retailers and 
supply-chain partners already require 
due diligence-related explanations.

Focus

The sectoral DMA helps identify where 
sustainability topics are most relevant 
for seafood companies.

Capacity

It supports companies in translating 
existing supplier and sourcing 
knowledge into a clearer formal 
framework.

Takeaway A practical, voluntary tool to prepare for due-diligence requirements — useful for structure and challenge, 
but requiring company-specific judgement.
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