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Core joint objectives:

● Promote greater engagement among EU-US-Japan 

governments to combat IUU fishing

● Improve harmonisation among EU-US-Japan import 

control requirements

● Assist market states considering development/updating of 

import control rules/catch documentation schemes

Our Collaboration

Co-produced by:

● EU IUU Fishing Coalition

● US IUU Fishing and Labor Rights Coalition

● IUU Forum Japan
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● Updated report published on IUUWatch.eu - April 2025

● 17 Baseline Key data elements (KDEs):
○ Who, what, where, when, how 

● Compares KDEs in:
○ European Union (EU)
○ United States
○ Japan
○ Republic of Korea

Comparative Study 

https://www.iuuwatch.eu/2025/04/new-report-comparison-

of-major-seafood-markets/
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17 Key Data Elements
Who, what, when, where, how - The baseline

Who

● Vessel name 

● Unique vessel identifier (IMO number)

● Vessel flag

● International Radio Call Sign (IRCS)

● Information on exporter/re-exporter

● Identify of import company 

What

● Product type 

● Species name - ASFIS 3-Alpha Code

● Estimated live weight (kg)

● Processed weight (kg)

● Transshipment: Declaration and 

authorisation of transshipment at sea, 

IMO number and vessel master 

information 

When

● Event date

Where

● Catch area (with a clear distinction between the EEZ and the high seas)

● Authorisation to fish

● Port of landing

● Processing location

How

● Fishing gear type or 

catch method



Results
The European Union

> From 10 January 2026, the EU 

catch certificate requires all of 

the 17 recommended KDEs

(100%).

> All wild-caught seafood 

imports (with some exceptions)

> Digitisation (January 2026)



Results
The United States of America

> The US currently requests 12 

out of the 17 KDEs (71%) 

recommended in this report.

> SIMP establishes reporting and 

record-keeping requirements for 

imports of seafood products for 

the 13 types of seafood 

identified as the most vulnerable 

to IUU fishing and/or seafood 

fraud.



Results
Japan

> Japan currently requests 12 

out of the 17 KDEs (71%)

recommended in this report.

> Covers imported squid and 

cuttlefish, Pacific saury 

(Cololabis spp.), Mackerel 

(Scomber spp.) and Sardine 

(Sardinops spp.).

> Following a review of the 

system in 2024, candidate 

species for the first round of 

coverage expansion were 

identified. 

> Influence of the EU - others are following



Results
Republic of Korea

> As of October 2024, the 

Republic of Korea is currently 

requiring all 17 KDEs (100%) 

recommended in this report

> Covers imported pacific saury, 

bobo croaker and longneck 

croaker caught by vessels over 

20 tons



United Kingdom 

> The UK is currently requiring 13 

out of the 17 KDEs (76%) 

recommended

> The old EU catch certificate

> All wild-caught seafood 

imports (with some exceptions)





The Need for Harmonisation

Why harmonisation matters

Despite progress, there’s a growing risk of creating a patchwork of incompatible 

systems. As more countries introduce catch documentation schemes, which are 

increasingly digitised, diverging standards can lead to confusion, enforcement 

gaps, impeded interoperability and exploitation by bad actors. Without 

harmonisation, these systems are at risk of falling short—allowing IUU-caught 

seafood to slip through the cracks.

> LEVEL PLAYING FIELD - EU importers are required to collect a significant 

amount of data to meet the EU requirements. Harmonised import control 

schemes globally will help to level the playing field

> SUPPORTING THE SECTOR - complying with the different systems 

globally with different requirements can prove tricky. Reduced compliance 

costs for international supply chains.



Scope and operational best practices 

SCOPE

Species covered by the import control scheme

Import data captured in digital format

Authorities or stakeholders responsible for verification

Risk assessment to target at-risk imports

Data exchange between market States



Complementary developments 

> Monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS).

● Electronic log-books, vessel tracking, human observers, electronic monitoring (EM)

> Accurate and verifiable information collected at the point of catch or harvest.

> Improved overall fisheries transparency

● In line with the Global Charter for Fisheries Transparency*

*https://fisheriestransparency.net/resources/a-global-charter-for-fisheries-transparency-a-framework-for-collaboration-justice-and-sustainability/
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Benefits of Import Control Schemes 

1. Exclusion of products linked to IUU fishing

2. Sustainable resource management

3. Disincentivisation of human and labour rights abuses

4. Market integrity and consumer confidence

5. Increased coordination, cooperation, and accountability

DATA! Level playing field for domestic fleet



Import Control Scheme Development
Key stages 

● Step 1: Scoping

● Step 2: Design

● Step 3: Implementation

● Step 4: Assessment

● Step 5: Review





Thank you for listening

Contact us: 
tom.walsh@iuuwatch.eu
info@iuuwatch.eu
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