e
EU IUU FISHING COALITION SaEyee STeass
~ IUUwatch.eu

The Fisheries Import Control Scheme =
Handbook (FICSH) *

= = ] |

A guide to designing and implementing import controls that cIose

o FIONVANRT A G N IR T T, [ L VO

markets to illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) flshmg\
i

BNTATIN }\_ :

;\.‘3% B AN =, k>
«'-"ff-\s}::: '\'.‘ “‘W.-v“:‘ <f N - ."- = -.%?;_ l-mk"\ >
% AR A e — j

SN A h, 3 T ,
S oA

Thomas Walsh
EU IUU Fishing Coalition Coordinator
23rd March 2026, Market Advisory Council WG2



‘EU IUU Fishing Coalition

About us

The EU IUU Fishing Coalition — the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF), Oceana, The Nature
Conservancy (TNC), The Pew Charitable Trusts and WWF — has been working since 2014 to fight I[UU
fishing practices in the EU and around the world.

Our mission

The EU IUU Fishing Coalition aims to combat IUU fishing by promoting transparency, accountability and
advocating for measures to detect and prevent IUU fishing. We do this by conducting research and by
providing evidence-based recommendations in relation to policies, technology and tools for
decision-makers. We work closely with EU institutions to help leverage the EU’s diplomatic and market
power to halt the trade in products stemming from IUU fishing and promote fisheries reforms globally,
while ensuring that EU Member States adhere to their own rules.

Our vision

We want to see a world where global collaboration and improved fisheries management practices protect
marine ecosystems and sustain global fisheries. By reducing the impact of IUU fishing, and its associated
crimes, we aim to support biodiversity, food security, and the livelihoods of fishers and coastal
communities for the benefit of present and future generations.



Our Collaboration

Co-produced by:
e EU IUU Fishing Coalition
e US IUU Fishing and Labor Rights Coalition
e |UU Forum Japan

The Fisheries
Import Control
Scheme Handbook

A guide to designing and implementing
import controls that close markets to illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing

Core joint objectives:
e Promote greater engagement among EU-US-Japan
governments to combat IUU fishing
e Improve harmonisation among EU-US-Japan import
control requirements
e Assist market states considering development/updating of
import control rules/catch documentation schemes
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United States of America

The US introduced its own import control scheme—the
Seafood Import Monitoring Program—in 2016,
covering 1,100 species within 13 species groups that

were identified as the most vulnerable to IUU fishing
and seafood fraud.
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* Squid, cuttlefish, pacific saucy, mackerel, and sardines.
counted as one species group.
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: -~ Comparative Study

Import control schemes in major

e Updated report published on [UUWatch.eu - April 2025 s

e 17 Baseline Key data elements (KDEs):
o Who, what, where, when, how

e Compares KDEs in:
o European Union (EU)
o United States
o Japan
o Republic of Korea
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Where

17 Key Data Elements

~ . Who, what, when, where, how - The baseline

Who
Product type ® Vessel name
Species name - ASFIS 3-Alpha Code e Unique vessel identifier (IMO number)
Estimated live weight (kg) e Vesselflag
Processed weight (kg) e International Radio Call Sign (IRCS)
Transshipment: Declaration and e Information on exporter/re-exporter
authorisation of transshipment at sea, e Identify of import company

IMO number and vessel master
information

Catch area (with a clear distinction between the EEZ and the high seas)
Authorisation to fish

Port of landing

Processing location

When

e Event date

How

e Fishing gear type or
catch method



Results

The European Union

> From 10 January 2026, the EU
Authorisation to fish . r .
e catch certificate requires all of

Estimated live waight the 17 recommended KDEs
Event date

Fishing gear (1 00%)

Import company

IRCS

Port of landing > All wild-caught seafood
Processed weight . . .
Processing location imports (with some exceptions)
Product type

(Re-)exporter Lo .

Species name > Digitisation (January 2026)
Transshipment information

UVI/IMO number

Vessel flag

. Not complied with Vessel name

I complied with

Needs to be strengthened




Results

The United States of America

Estimated live weight
IRCS

Authorisation to fish Ve
Transshipment information

UVI/IMO number

' Complied with
Needs to be strengthened
. Not complied with

Catch area

Event date
Fishing gear
Import company
Port of landing
Processed weight
Processing location
Product type
(Re-)exporter
Species name
Vessel flag

Vessel name

> The US currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
recommended in this report.

> SIMP establishes reporting and
record-keeping requirements for
imports of seafood products for
the 13 types of seafood
identified as the most vulnerable
to IUU fishing and/or seafood
fraud.



Results

NET D)
> Influence of the EU - others are following > Japan currently requests 12
out of the 17 KDEs (71%)
Port of landing Authorisation to fish recommended in this report.
Catcharea > Covers imported squid and
Estimated live weight . .
Fishing gear Event date cuttlefish, Pacific saury
Res | LA Import company (Cololabis spp.), Mackerel
Species name Processed weight .
UVI/IMO number Processing location (Scomber spp.) and Sardine
Product type (Sardinops spp.).
i (Re-lexporter > Following a review of the
. Complied with Transshipment information . g .
Needs to be strengthened Vessel flag system in 2024, candidate
B Not complied with Vessel name species for the first round of

coverage expansion were
identified.



Results

Republic of Korea

Authorisation to fish > As of October 2024, the
Catch area . .
Eefimared Trsrasioht Republic of Korea is currently
Event date requiring all 17 KDEs (100%)
Fishing gear . .
(ke company recommended in this report
IRCS
Port of landing . .
Processed weight > Covers |mported paC|f|c saury,
rocessing location bobo croaker and longneck

roduct type
(Re-Jexporter croaker caught by vessels over
Species name

20 tons

Transshipment information
UVI/IMO number

Vessel flag

. Not complied with Vessel name

I complied with

Needs to be strengthened
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United Kingdom >

> The UK is currently requiring 13
out of the 17 KDEs (76%)
Catch area Authorisation to fish recommended

Fishing gear Estimated live weight
Port of landing Event date

:;\ggrt company > The old EU catch certificate

Processed weight

Processing location > All wild-caught seafood

Product type

(Re-Jexporter imports (with some exceptions)
Species name

Transshipment information

Vessel flag

. Not complied with Vessel name

UVI/IMO number

. Complied with
Needs to be strengthened




5. Results of KDE comparative analysis Best practice

In this section, the EU, US, Japan and South Korea are compared against the EU IUU Fishing Coalition's
recommended KDEs. The existing unilateral schemes are also compared against each other to determine

*For IOTC the KDEs refer to the bigeye tuna statistical
Optional or needs to ba g imp which is requirad to accompary any
shipments of tuna in order to be considered legitimate.

Mot raquired

how aligned the systems are in relation to the above KDEs. The results of this analysis are displayed in

Figure 1.
RFMO & CCAMLR Catch Documentation Schemes
Key data element (KDE) United States Republic of Korea 1oTce Additional Information
|Statistical
Documsnt)
Vessel name
EU: requests an IMO number and, if it is not applicable,
anather unique vessel identifier, if applicable.
Uniaue vessel dantiior US: requests a UVl whean available.
AMO nted Japan: IMO number or Lioyd's Register number required
if issuad.
CCAMLR: the option to provide an IMO number is
provided, but not mandatory.
Vessel flag
"I“F““C'g;'““"" Radio Call Sign Japan: call sign reguired if issuad.
::f‘;;::;";'r' on exportar / ICCAT: anly requests campany name.
Idantity of impart compary
Product type
Species nama - ASFIS Japan: raquires HS code of product, nat ASFIS 3-Alpha
3-Alpha Coda coda
ICCAT: ICCAT requests “Total weight* and *Average
weight".
Estimated live weight (kal CCSBT: raquests the nat waight
10TC: requests the net weight.
LLar ICCAT, CCS8T, CCAMLA and 10TC require the net
weight of harvasted or processed products 1o be re-
Procassed waight fkg) exportad from the tarritory of a contracting party where
it has previously been importad.
Transshipment: Daclaration EU: bans all transshipment at sea
and autherisation of US: doss not request vessel master information.
transshipmant at sea, IMO Japan: IMO number or Lioyd's Register number anly
b ard vasel risstor recuarad if maued.
infermation CCSET: doas not reguire IMO number in tha daclaration
WHEN Event date
Cal‘:“ area (better “’ﬁ"“" CCSBT, ICCAT and I0TC: require the name of their own
Eetwaen the EEZ and the catch areas, which does not always distinguish betwesn
high seat) the EEZ and the high seas
WHERE Authorisation to fish US: required if available
Port of landing
Procassing location
EL: fishing gear must ba indicatad.
HOW Fishing gear type or Japan: raguired fishing licanse number and licensed

catching methad fishing mathod. This isn't as specific as the US which

requires the fishing gear type specifically.




The_Need for Harmonisation

Why harmonisation matters

systems. As more countries introduce catch documentation schemes, which are
increasingly digitised, diverging standards can lead to confusion, enforcement
gaps, impeded interoperability and exploitation by bad actors. Without
harmonisation, these systems are at risk of falling short—allowing lUU-caught
seafood to slip through the cracks.

_! Despite progress, there’s a growing risk of creating a patchwork of incompatible

<4<

> LEVEL PLAYING FIELD - EU importers are required to collect a significant
amount of data to meet the EU requirements. Harmonised import control
schemes globally will help to level the playing field

> SUPPORTING THE SECTOR - complying with the different systems
globally with different requirements can prove tricky. Reduced compliance
costs for international supply chains.



Scope and operational best practices

SCOPE

Species covered by the import control scheme

Import data captured in digital format

Authorities or stakeholders responsible for verification

Risk assessment to target at-risk imports

Data exchange between market States




*Complementary developments

> Monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS).
e Electronic log-books, vessel tracking, human observers, electronic monitoring (EM)
> Accurate and verifiable information collected at the point of catch or harvest.

> Improved overall fisheries transparency

e In line with the Global Charter for Fisheries Transparency*
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Many large market states still lack
catch documentation schemes to
prevent the importation of illegal
products




Benefi‘ts of Import Control Schemes

1. Exclusion of products linked to IUU fishing

. Sustainable resource management

. Market integrity and consumer confidence Q

. Increased coordination, cooperation, and accountability % /.‘/

DATA! Level playing field for domestic fleet

2

3. Disincentivisation of human and labour rights abuses
4

S



Import Control Scheme Development

Key stages

e Step 1: Scoping

e Step 2: Design

e Step 3. Implementation
e Step 4. Assessment

e Step 5: Review



Our call to action

Together, the EU IUU Fishing Coalition, the US IUU Fishing and Labor Rights Coalition and the

IUU Forum Japan call on all market States to:

1. Establish import control schemes in line with recommendations in the Fisheries Import Control
Scheme Handbook (FICSH) to protect global markets and consumers from buying products of IUU
fishing.

2. Ensure that any future import control scheme is harmonised with existing schemes to close
loopholes for those seeking to trade IUU-caught seafood and relieve unnecessary burden on

exporters.

3. Cooperate and share information with other market States to strengthen efforts in closing the
net to IUU fishing globally.



Contact us:
tom.walsh@iuuwatch.eu
info@iuuwatch.eu
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