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9/10 European consumers believe fish deserve the same 
protection as other production animals.

Aquatic animal welfare is increasingly becoming a topic on the 
agenda of governments.

Growing evidence that poor catch welfare impacts both the 
sustainability and quality of seafood.

The importance of Catch Welfare
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Defining welfare

"The welfare of an individual

is its state as regards to its

attempts to cope with its

environment " (Broom, 1986)
Most capture methods are stressful for catch 

Ý only negative impact on welfare

Ý focus on minimising the impact of stressors 

[Breen et al, 2020a]



5 Catch Welfare Platform τPresentation Title
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Catch Welfare,
a functional definition

Good catch welfare practices are: άŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ 
and handling methods that minimise the 
physical damage to, and stress on, any 
retained fish until after they are either 
ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘέΦ

Breen et al, 2020a.
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Consumer attidudes
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Consumer attidudes
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!ǉǳŀǘƛŎ !ƴƛƳŀƭ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ

NorwegianParliament: White Paper on Animal Welfare 

(20 Dec 2024)

ñNorway has all the prerequisites to be a leader in 

animal welfare.ò

Geir Pollestad, Norwegian Minister of Agriculture & Food

ñFish welfare is not only an ethical obligation we have. It 

is also a prerequisite for us to have a sustainable and 

thus competitive industry.ò 
Marianne Sivertsen Næss, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
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Aquatic Animal Welfare Legislation

UK Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022

Å recognizes all vertebrates (including fish), 

as well as cephalopods & decapod 

crustacea, as sentient.

Å requires that animal sentience and welfare 

is considered when laws are being drawn 

up or modified.
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No gaping = myotomes connected = $$$ J

Gaping = myotomes separating = $$$   L

Quality

Crowding affected fillet quality indicators :

ÅGaping (increased)
ÅRigor mortis (increased strength, & fast onset)
ÅFillet colour(more red / less green)
ÅFillet texture (softer)  

Pre-mortem crowding stress modified water holding capacity (WHC), 
cathepsin activity and fillet firmness and colourthrough interactions with 
frozen storage (upto 12 months) and RSW treatments. 

Anders el al, 2020 & 2022a.
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Soni et al, 2023

Craig Turley, 2024
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Platform Goals
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Kick-off Conference 2023
Bergen, Norway

мнм ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ


