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9/10 European consumers believe fish deserve the same
protection as other production animals.

Aquatic animal welfare iIs increasingly becoming a topic on the
agenda of governments.

Growing evidence that poor catch welfare impacts both the
sustainability and guality of seafood.
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"The welfare of an individual g

IS Its state as regards to Its - 5 s
attempts to cope with its | |
environment " (Broom, 1986)

Most capture methods are stressful for catch
Y only negative impact on welfare

Y focus on minimising the impact of stressors
[Breen et al, 2020a]
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NP SR S ‘ ' “ S 7-16 million tonnes 700-1600
(Gilman et al, 2020)
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Catch Weltare,
a functional definition

Good catch welfare practices aré: O I LJ0 dzNE
and handling methods that minimise the

physical damage to, and stress on, any

retained fish until after they are either

afl dAKUSNBR 2NJ NBf SFas

Breen et al, 2020a.
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“Q5. Which of the following comes closest to your view?

The welfare of fish should be protected to a greater/a lesser/the
same extent than the welfare of other animals we eat.”

Top-2%

(same/greater extent)

91%

85%
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lesser extent same extent M greater extent

Top-2%

(same/greater extent)

78%

87%
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- “QI3. To what extent, if at all, does each of the following things have

The freshness of the fish

The quality of the fish

The cost

The amount of bycatch involved in the fishing process

Whether the fish was farmed or caught in the wild

Whether the species is being overfished

The welfare of the fish

The environmental impact of the fishing or farming method
The geographical location where the fish was farmed or caught
The working conditions of people catching/processing the fish

The brand

Don’t know M Has no impact

| S |

| Bo |

(90 |

an impact on your choice of which fish you buy?”

Top-2%

(some/great impact)

87%
89%
85%

60%

66%

61%

61%

63%

63%

54%

53%

Has little impact = Has some impact

85%

56%

56%

57%

58%

58%

51%

M Has a great impact
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And around half mistakenly believe that
‘sustainable’ equals high animal welfare

When they see the term “sustainable” on the label

Would you like to receive more information about fish J,Noﬁma o : the fish o : fish were kept in
and crustaceans welfare during catch and handling? . was killed l conditions allowlng
o quickly and o them to exhibit all
painlessly natural behaviours
S lelall b G e R O However, most people want highenr
handling methods that minimise the physical damage i io d illi
to, and stress on, any retained fish until they are either we °Pt ns, anda are ll‘ to
slaughtered or released." pay more for them
This type of information related to fish welfare should ~ o / » l
presented ... @ ( o
7
z6 would like to buy
g° higher welfare
2 fish products
g,
A G A Ly o would like to o say the
Y ¢ T G AT S see information welfare
N ¢ &£ & ! 0 about the way °of the
& fish were farmed and killed  fish impacts which

on the label of all products product they buy



NorwegianParliament:White Paper on Animal Welfare I
(20 Dec 2024) |

NNorway has all the prere
ani mal wel fare. o
Geir Pollestad, Norwegian Minister of Agriculture & Food

hFiI sh welfare I s not onl y&sE;
IS also a prerequisite for us to have a sustainable and ===
thus competitive industrys = g5
Marianne Sivertsen Naess, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans |
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THE UNITED KINGDOM
Animal Welfare Sentience Act

requires that animal sentience a
and welfare is considered Y B SWEDEN
when laws are being drawn |-~ Rl Animal Welfare Act

up or modified. proclaims that animals are
sentient beings and assets

animals have an intrinsic value of
their own, regardless of the
benefit they bring to human lives.

ANIMAL SENTIENCE LEGALISATION

Examples of steps countries have taken to incorporate animal sentience
into their animal welfare legislation.

'-
. L

1l NEW ZEALAND

Animal Welfare Amendment Bill

— recognises animals as sentient
PERU v and therefore requires people
J to “aftend properly” to the
welfare of their animals.

Animal Protection and
2l Welfare Law 30407

recognises that all animals are
sentient beings, "which
deserve to enjoy good
treatment by human beings
and live in harmony with their
environment”.

UK Animal Welfare (Sentience) Act 2022

A recognizes all vertebrates (including fish),
as well as cephalopods & decapod
crustacea, as sentient.

A requires that animal sentience and welfare
IS considered when laws are being drawn

up or modified.
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No gaping = myotomes connected = $$
Crowding affected fillet quality indicators :

A Gaping (increased)

A Rigor mortis (increased strength, & fast onset)
A Filletcolour(more red / less green)

A Fillet texture (softer)

Gaping = myotomes separating = $$ Premortem crowding stress modified water holding capacity (WHC),
o cathepsin activity and fillet firmness aedlourthrough interactions with
frozen storageypto 12 months) and RSW treatments.
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Andersel al, 2020 & 2022a.
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01

Giving the industry a
voice in the catch

welfare conversation

02

Steering away from
feelings and focusing

on facts

03

Sharing knowledge
and creating realistic

expectations

04

Creating practical

and profitable
solutions for catch

welfare



Kickoff Conference 2023

Bergen, Norway




