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Overview

• Aim of the study
• Main conclusions
• Self sufficiency en utilization quota
• Total consumption EU
• Main Species
• Aim of the study
• EU SSS vs EU Fish Market
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Aim of the EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
Give insights on Seafood Supply within the EU

• Give insights in the (potential) impact of EU policy

• Give insights in the importance of raw materials for EU processing industry

• Landings of EU fisheries, EU aquaculture and Third country imports
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Over 3,350 enterprises

Over 102,000 direct employees

Over €34 Billion

Source: AER fish processing 2023, edited by AIPCE-CEP



Aim of the EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
Give insights in the importance raw materials for EU processing industry

• Importance of a good working CFP with optimalization of catch potential and 

aquaculture development

• Importance of Autonomous Tariff Quotas

• To keep the added value within the EU

• To reach a processing threshold to keep healthy industry

EU
 S

ea
fo

od
 S

up
pl

y 
Sy

no
ps

is
 2

02
4



The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
Main conclusions

• The total apparent consumption in the EU decreased by 2% in 2023, compared to 2022

• Third country imports decreased by 3% (291 thousand tonnes) in 2023. Export to third 

countries showed a decrease of 5% (106 thousand tonnes) in 2023.

• Total seafood Supply in the EU is around 12.5 Million tonnes.

• Main species categories:
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Whitefish
2.5M tonnes

Salmon
1.3M tonnes

Tuna
1.2M tonnes

Shrimp
0.9M tonnes



The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
Self sufficiency and uti l isation EU quota

• Self sufficiency increased a bit in 2023 but still low with <38%

• We’re letting capital swim in the Sea → Quota utilization in the EU is 66%

• >1,000,000 tonnes of potential raw material
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The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
EU Seafood consumption

• Total EU consumption in 2023 → 10.3M tonnes → 23.0 kg per capita (18.9 kg NLD)

• EU consumption shows in general downward trend

• 1 in 3 Europeans struggle to make ends meet

• Households buy less volume, but spend more money 
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Source: GfK Behavior Change May ‘23



The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
EU Seafood consumption

• Consumers switch to cheaper substitutes within seafood (farmed) or outside seafood 

(chicken, meat/fish substitute)

• Downtrading trend

• More focus on promotions

• Shrinkflation
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Source: GfK Behavior Change May ‘23



The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
(EU) Seafood consumption
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Top 10 EU (2022)
EUMOFA EU Fish Market 2024

Whitefish
2.5M tonnes

Salmon
1.3M tonnes

Tuna
1.2M tonnes

Shrimp
0.9M tonnes



Whitefish

• High import dependency (94%)

• Main species Alaska Pollock, Cod and Hake
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Salmon

• Mainly Atlantic Salmon from Norway

• Important for EU processing industry
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Tuna species

• Sourced globally, Ecuador biggest.

• Important for EU canning industry
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Shrimp

• India and Vietnam both prepared and whole

• Ecuador especially whole raw and unpeeled

• Borealis shrimp Greenland and Canada mainly via Denmark

• Argentine red shrimp mainly imported by Italy and Spain

EU
 S

ea
fo

od
 S

up
pl

y 
Sy

no
ps

is
 2

02
4 The EU Seafood Supply Synopsis



Find your own specie
A broad range of infographics (and more) are available in the ESSS2024
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Aim of the EU Seafood Supply Synopsis
What wil l  the future bring?
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• How will the seafood trade with USA develop?



ESSS 2024 vs EUMOFA 2024
Small  differences due to conversion factors
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Source: Finfish Study 2024 / The EU Fish Market (2024)

FinFish vs EUMOFA – Year 2022
FinFish
(xmln. kg)

EUMOFA
(xmln. kg)

Totale catches 3.5 3.5
-human consumption 2.8 2.8
-non-human consumption 0.7 0.7
Aquaculture 1.1 1.1
Total supply for consumption 3.9 3.9

Import third countries 8.9 8.8
Total supply 12.8 12.7

Export third countries 2.2 2.2
Total consumption 10.5 10.5



Get more insights from the EU SSS 2024

Thank you for your attention
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Mike Turenhout
Mike@visfederatie.nl

https://www.aipce-cep.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/EU-Seafood-Supply-Synopsis-_2024.pdf

https://www.aipce-cep.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/EU-Seafood-Supply-Synopsis-_2024.pdf
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