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Impact-focused, Aquaculture Stewardship
Council (ASC) is driving the world’s

leading independent certification programme
for responsibly farmed seafood.

Setting the most robust standards and
providing the highest levels of assurance and
integrity throughout the supply chain, we are
transforming the seafood farming industry
transparently towards environmental
sustainability and social responsibility.

Ensuring that ASC labelled seafood, available in
over 100 countries, covering 59 species from
over 50 countries, has been farmed with care.
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A world where aquaculture plays a major role
in supplying food and social benefits for
humanity whilst minimising negative impacts
on the environment.

To transform aquaculture towards
environmental sustainability and social
responsibility using efficient market
mechanisms that create value across the chain.
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Our ASC Journey

As an impact-driven NGO, we drive the world's leading programme for responsibly farmed
seafood; which increasingly provides value and additional impact beyond certification.
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Aquaculture  Creation of the First ASC First ASC Launch of the Launch of Launch of 1t Launch of Launch of
Dialogues Aquaculture certified Chain certified ASC-MSC the Feed SDG Report the AIP the aligned
Stewardship of Custody Salmon farm Seaweed Standard framework ASC Farm
Council and farm and financially Standard under the Standard
(tilapia) self-sufficient Improver
Program

Setting The
asc ﬁ Standard for

Seafood




Impact Overview 1.9M mt 2,889

of ASC certified seafood Custody holders, a
produced in 2022 16.8% increase from 2021
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50

Species produced
in 49 countries to
meet ASC standards

929

Countries In which ASC certfied
seafood has been sold

720

Improvements to
drive social
responsibility

1,190

Master brands display the
ASC label to consumers, a
16% increase from 2021

Certified farms

2,004

ASC certified farms,
an increase of nearly
22%

from 2021

1,488

Improvements to
drive environmental
responsibility

23,769

ASC labelled products
available to consumers, a
14% increase from 2021
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Robust and Relevant Standards
Covering All Key Environmental and
Social Impact Areas

7 Principles:

1.

Compliance with national and local
laws and regulations

Conservation of natural habitats,
local biodiversity and the ecosystem

Conservation of water resources and
quality

Responsible use of feed and other
resources

Conservation of the wildlife population

Ensuring fish health and
controlled, responsible use of antibiotics
and chemicals

Respect for workers

and neighboring communities

while operating in a socially responsible
manner
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Engagement
with local
communities
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Monitor
water quality

=0

Training for
employees

Ensure health

Requirements
for responsibly
sourced feed

Minimise risk
of and limit on

Fair working
conditions

Recording of
energy use &
emissions

Farm Health
Plan (incl. mortality
reduction)
Restricted use \'d
of antibiotics

Protection
of wildlife

Protection of
critical or
sensitive habitats




Human Rights in the ASC Standards
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All ASC's 11 species-specific
Standards and the Feed
Standard contain criteria
that work for the
protection of the human
rights of employees and
those who live in
communities surrounding
the farms and feed mills.
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The ASC Farm Standard,
which will be released in
2024, further strengthens
human rights protections.




ASC is Not Just About the Standards

ISEAL's three Codes of Good Practice provide a globally recognised framework,
defining practices for effective and credible sustainability systems.

Those fully compliant with all three codes become an ISEAL member

ASC is full member as of 2015 - voluntarily scrutinized by peers

1. The ISEAL Standard-setting Code

Defines how a standard should be
developed, structured and improved
over time. The Code addresses multi-
stakeholder consultation and decision-
making, and ensures the standard
contains clear requirements that can
be measured and assessed.
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2. The ISEAL Assurance Code

Provides a framework for assessing
compliance with standards, so that
consumers, supply chain partners,
investors and other stakeholders know
they can trust the results of
assessments. It encourages assurance
that is rigorous and accessible,
providing accurate and transparent
results.

3. The ISEAL Impacts Code

Supports robust monitoring and
evaluation that helps systems to
understand how effective

their standards are in achieving what
they set out to do. It provides standards
with a roadmap to measure progress
against sustainability goals and to
improve practices over time.



Multi-Dimensional Layer Approach to Assurance

Needed throughout the supply chain

ASC Feed ASC Farms ASC Chain lgf Custody ASC Label

Key Data Elements
Risk-based product testing
Supplier monitoring tool

Product authentication

Annual audits by independent certifiers -

ASI oversight of CAB performance

Investigations

ARG Standard for
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ASC Farm Certification Process

Independently done by 39 parties -
without any involvement from ASC

NN

ASC has set out clear rules for the certification process that is done by
a team of qualified auditors (social & environmental)

Certifiers are supervised by ASI to assure consistent performance of audits

Stakeholder consultation during on-site audit & on draft audit report
System of major and minor non-conformities; they need action to be closed

Transparency:. announcement, audit report & certification decision (even
failed audits)

Annual surveillance and unannounced audits on at least 10% of single
site certificates
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Farm Audit
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Develops and maintains:
Standards
Certification and Accreditation

Requirements

Chain of Custody

asl

Provides Oversight
and Accreditation

Independent certifiers Conduct
Farm and Supply
Chain Audits

Certified Farm
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Top EU files for ASC

European
Sustainability
Reporting Standards
on Fisheries and
Aquaculture

Claims Due Diligence Legislation

Due Diligence
Consumers’ Farm to
Rights Fork
Corporate
Sustainability
Reporting (ESRS)

Empowering Marketing
consumers SelaleElfe S

Taxonomy on
Fisheries and

Deforestation Aquaculture

Regulation
Sustainable

Food
Green System
Claims

Forced Labour Ban

.......... Standard for
Seafood
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Aquaculture Stewardship Council
Daalseplein 101, 3511 SX, Utrecht, Netherlands
Tel: +31 30 230 5929

www.asc-aqua.org

communication@asc-aqua.org https://aSC'aq ua.o I"g/Sdg- (=] e]e) rt'2022/

Aquaculture Stewardship Council, 2016

Aquaculture Stewardship Council Limited, 27 Old Gloucester Street, London, WCIN 3AX. The ASC is a charity registered in England and Wales no 1150418.
A non-profit making company limited by guarantee. Registered in England no 08172832. The ASC logo is a registered trademark.



https://asc-aqua.org/sdg-report-2022/
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