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● With as many as 6,500 ships, the Chinese 
distant-water fishing fleet is more than double the 
size of its closest global competitor

● Almost half of the Chinese squid fleet, 357 of the 751 
ships studied, were tied to human-rights or 
environmental violations, including forced labor, debt 
bondage, illegal fishing and severe neglect causing 
death

● Forced labor from China’s Xinjiang province is being 
used extensively: China has forcefully transferred 
more than a thousand ethnic minorities to work in 
Shandong province, the country’s most important 
fishing and seafood processing hub

● At least fifteen seafood processing plants in Liaoning 
province near the border have used over a thousand 
North Korean workers since 2017, with the workers, 
almost all female, describing a broad pattern of 
abuses including violence, debt bondage and 
pervasive sexual abuse

● European companies distributing or exposed to 
tainted Chinese seafood include major 
importers, distributors and retailers across the 
continent: Albert Heijn, Aldi, Auchan, Bon Preu 
Group, Carrefour, Cité Marine, Distribuciones 
Rodrigo, Edeka, Eroski, Iceland, Lidl, Metro, 
Musgrave’s, Nomad Foods, Nordic Seafoods, 
Sysco France, Tesco, and Transgourmet.

● Major government suppliers in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Spain, and the Netherlands, including 
Sysco France, Compass Group Belgium, and 
Transgourmet are distributing seafood from 
importers that are supplied by plants tied to 
violations on both land and at sea

● An importer in Europe, Pittman Seafoods, 
supplies frozen fish from a plant that uses North 
Korean labour to the Compass Group Belgium, 
the primary supplier to cafeterias and canteens in 
European Parliament buildings



● The Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) has 
decided to cease operations in China. Undercurrent 
cited as a contributing factor the Outlaw Ocean 
Project investigation about captive North Koreans 
forced to work in seafood processing plants in China.

● A bipartisan group of 26 US lawmakers sent a letter to 
President Joe Biden urging him and the 
administration to take increased action against illegal, 
unreported, and unregulated fishing. The letter 
highlights the OO investigation, citing the multiple 
stories on the presence of forced Uyghur, and North 
Korean labor in the seafood supply chain.

● Trident Seafoods, High Liner Foods and Sysco Corp. 
have suspended business with Dalian Haiqing Food 
Co., a large processing firm in China, in response to 
The Outlaw Ocean Project investigation revealing the 
use of North Korean labor. The use of North Korean 
labor is a violation of U.N. sanctions and U.S. law.

● A British NGO filed a legal petition to the U.K. 
government seeking formal sanctions against 
seven Chinese companies that were revealed by 
the ongoing Outlaw Ocean Project investigation 
as being tied to Uyghur forced labor.

● On March 1, 2024, Members of European 
Parliament Caroline Roose and Mounir Satouri, 
both representing France, sent a letter to the 
European Commission and the President of the 
European Parliament following up on Le 
Monde's publication of The Outlaw Ocean 
Project investigation. The letter asked about E.U. 
Parliament ties to the Compass Group, a 
company that the investigation tied to North 
Korean labor and supplying catering services to 
the European Parliament.

● A Global Magnitsky legal petition was filed with 
the U.S. Department of Treasury calling for 
sanctions against 7 Chinese companies that The 
Outlaw Ocean Project revealed as being 
complicit in the widespread use of forced labor.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q--kn3Wad6A
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