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CRIMES AT THE BORDER

The North Koreans Behind
Global Seafood

China uses thousands of workers from the Hermit Kingdom,
in violation of U.N. sanctions and U.S. law. Many at the plants
recounted rampant sexual abuse.

Read Part Three
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q--kn3Wad6A

Stories
Explanatory films about the Chinese fleet and the
global seafood supply.
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Methodology

FAQs about the investigation’s
reporting tactics.

Findings

N A synopsis of the investigation’s

conclusions.
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Concerning the Chinese Fleet

How did the reporters visit Chinese distant-water
fishing ships?

The reporting team shadowed Chinese ships in four fishing
grounds. These were located in the South Pacific Ocean, near the
Galapagos Islands; in the South Atlantic Ocean, near the Falkland
Islands; in the Atlantic Ocean, near Gambia; and in Korean waters,
in the Sea of Japan. Our trips at sea to visit the Chinese fleet were
facilitated by hitching rides with willing partners. In some cases,
national law-enforcement authorities or private fishing-boat
captains agreed to taxi us to target the various fishing grounds
around the world. In other instances, ocean-conservation groups,
including Sea Shepherd, EarthRace, and Greenpeace, transported
the team to high-seas locations of interest.

Fueled by the world’s growing and insatiable appetite for seafood,
China has dramatically expanded its reach across the high seas.
‘With as many as 6,500 ships, the Chinese distant-water fishing
fleet is more than double the size of its closest global competitor.

The size and behavior of the Chinese fishing fleet raises concerns.
Seafood is the world’s last major source of wild protein and the
largest globally traded food commodity by value. Western political
analysts say that having just one country controlling this precious
resource creates a precarious power imbalance. They warn that
China is expanding its maritime reach in ways that are
undermining food security, especially in poorer countries, and
eroding international law. Frequent illegal incursions by these
ships into other nations’ waters are heightening military tensions.
American lawmakers are concerned because the U.S., whichisina
trade war with China, is also the world’s largest importer of
seafood.
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