
Fraudulent and deceptive practices 
on seafood products

MARE Market Advisory Council meeting – 30 January 2024 

Directorate General For Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE)

Unit G5 - Food Hygiene, Feed and Fraud



EU Agri-Food Fraud Network

Judicial authorities

Law enforcement authorities

Police and customs services

Administrative authorities

OCR Competent Authorities 

and Delegated Bodies



Alert and Cooperation Network

https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-08/acn_annual-report_2022.pdf

https://food.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-08/acn_annual-report_2022.pdf


EU (Agri) Food Fraud criteria

Suspicion of intentional actions taken by businesses or individuals for the purpose of 

deceiving purchasers and gaining an undue advantage therefrom, in violation of the 

rules referred to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625.
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Fraudulent and deceptive practices

1. Unapproved/undeclared treatment process or product

1.1. Veterinary medicines 1.2. Voluntary rupture of the cold chain 1.3. Dual use of the fishing holds (storage 
of fish and diesel)

2. Concealment with additives + CO 

3. Smuggling and illegal trade 

3.1. Forgery of documents 3.2. Non-approved establishment

4. Diversion from feed to food-grade

5. Species substitution  

6. Added water, glazing and additives (Water retention agents) 

7. Aquaculture declared as wild catch 

8. IUU and CITES
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GoldFish

EU Coordinated Action on 

Short-weighting of fishery 

products



“To give less than the weight charged for”

When processors misrepresent the weight of a seafood product by including the 

weight gained through practices such as over glazing, soaking, and breading to 

the net weight of the seafood.

11

Short-weighting



• Undeclared or misdeclared glazing

• Undeclared or misdeclared water addition

• Undeclared or misdeclared authorised use of additives

• Undeclared or misdeclared unauthorised use of additives

• Undeclared or misdeclared addition of proteins and hydrolysed
proteins

• Carboxymethyl cellulose injected into shrimps 

• Misdeclared breading

Short-weighting



Undeclared or misdeclared glazing
(n=58)

Undeclared or misdeclared water addition
(n=124)

Undeclared or misdeclared use of 
additives

(n=30)

(Undeclared or misdeclared) Use of 
unauthorized additives

(n=24)

Total number = 236 
in 196 notifications

Fraud suspicions in the ACN (2019-2023)

No case reported for breading, protein or cellulose
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Notifying Importer Origin

Fraud suspicions in the ACN (2019-2023)



Overall rates on non-compliances: 

• 12% for water addition and additives (on 4462 samples in 4 MS)

• 7% for glazing (on 1627 samples in 9 MS)

• 6% for breading (on 457 samples in DE)

EU Survey findings 



1. Type(s) of frauds: glazing - water addition - additives - breading

2. Products: frozen, filetted/cut packed and labelled products

3. Species: salmon, alaska pollock, cod, pangasius, shrimps – all species for 

breading

4. Sampling: two months – one year campaign

5. Sampling points: Retail and BCPs (if labelled)

6. Control methods: TBD – W/P

EU Coordinated action 



Keep in touch

SANTE-FOOD-FRAUD@ec.europa.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/agri-food-fraud_en
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