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Annex I 

Questions sent by AIPCE to DG SANTE services via e-mail on 22 March 2023 

 Can the EC provide references and/or information of registered malpractices and food abuse cases 
related to stiffening? 

 What is the reason for including technology-related topics to hygiene Regulations and setting 
temperature and time limits?  

 

rather than overregulating technological specifications in processing lines?  

 Has the Commission experienced or had any reporting from member states on any problems 
regarding products brought on the market in relation to microbiology (Listeria monocytogenes or 
other microbiological criteria) eventually leading to RASFFs and recalls of individual LOTs which can 
be related to  

 Chosen time/temperature combinations can vary between products/species etc. and vary to meet 
different technological needs (different machines to slice work optimally at different temperatures): 
Are there any substantial arguments for choosing the exact temperatures -7 C to -14 C and combining 
it with a 
of time/temperature or any other combinations providing for the same level of safety?  

 What happens to products that have been in the stiffening step for more than 96 hours? What will 
they be categorized as / destined for (e.g., as waste)? 

 What happens with products that have been lowered to -4 or -16 when the slicing takes place 
(outside the EC proposal for temperature)? What will they be categorized and destined for (e.g., as 
waste)?  

 Has the EC considered the delay in future technological innovation that could use different 
combinations of time and temperature for stiffening? 

 Which product categories are included in Section VIII of Regulation 853/2004? Section VIII of Annex 
III of Regulation 853/2004 says that it applies to unprocessed fishery products, showing that it does 
not refer to processed fishery products (as smoked fillets).  

 Can EFSA be requested by the EC to provide an opinion on the food safety related to stiffening (time 
and temperature)? 
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Annex II 

 22 June 2023 

As you know the stiffening practice is sometime abused for storing fishery products for long time at a 
temperature not in conformity with the current EU rules. For that reason we were obliged to clarify 
that the stiffening cannot be the excuse for circumvent the EU rules with a possible risk for public 
health. We are not entering into the questions of risks etc, what cannot be accepted is that the rules 
are not respected. The proposed rules have been discussed several times with the industry and the MS 
in different experts groups having a general support (at least from the MS and a part of the industry). 
At the same time, we received the agreement from Commission Legal Service.  

The final discussion will be in an Expert group on 7 July where the final proposals (we have other 
modifications of 853) will be presented to the MS. 
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Annex III 

Instruction technique DGAL/SDSSA/2014-281 
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