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THE IMPORTANCE AND THE WEIGHT OF 
THE EUROPEAN PROCESSING INDUSTRY

approx. 35 bn turnover 

approx. 4.000 companies

approx. 130.000 direct employees

more than 67 % dependent on imports 



Aim of the Finfish Study

• Exemplify the need for imported seafood, particularly whitefish, in 
the production of added value seafood within Europe. 

• Providing more background information for EU policy:
• Autonomous Tariff Quota (ATQ)

• Free Trade Agreements (FTA)

• IUU Fisheries

• Other laws and regulations

• Providing more background information for articles, presentations
and other media to promote third country imports



Aim of the Finfish Study

• Infographics make it easy to understand and spreading the message





General conclusions

• Total market supply accounted to 12,092 thousand tonnes in 2022 
(12,358 thousand tonnes in 2021)

• EU Fisheries landings dropped below 3,000 thousand tonnes in 2022

• Total supply for consumption 9,851 thousand tonnes (22.1 kg/c/y)

• Import dependency grew to over 67%



Whitefish

Whitefish demand 2,504k tonnes (-2.7%)
- Alaska Pollock (800k tonnes) and cod (794k tonnes) of most importance
- Import dependency 93%
- Russia (454k tonnes), China (414k tonnes), Norway (369k tonnes), USA (272k tonnes) and

Iceland (271k tonnes) most important suppliers
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Top 5 species

(1,245k tonnes) ↑

(794k tonnes) ↓

800k tonnes ↓

(1,390k tonnes) ↓

(769k tonnes) ↓ 

(889k tonnes) ↑



New figures

 

Figure 5.3: External sourcing countries for key wild captured whitefish species in 2022 in percentage of total import (2,328 

thousand tonnes); Source: Eurostat/Comext 

 

Figure 5.4: Main imported products of wild captured whitefish species in 2022 in percentage of total import (2,328 thousand 

tonnes); Source: Eurostat/Comext 
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