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PREFERENTIAL ACCESS UNDER 
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A True International 
Commodity with an 

Inclusive Participation of 
Countries
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37% of fish 
production enters 
international 
markets

US$ 177 billion

Unique Importance of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Products in
International Markets

(US$ share)

49%

Unique Importance of 
Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Products in
International Markets

(US$ share)

49%
19%

18%

11%
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Preferential Market 
Access

Tariffs and Market Access

• Applicable tariffs

• Preferential tariffs

Types of 
Tariffs

• Huge impact on market access

• Tariffs can be reduced from 
20-10% to 0%

Preferential 
tariffs

• Granted

• Negotiated

Types of 
preferential 

tariffs Evolution of Trade Agreements
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Preferential Tariffs

Trade Agreements

• Negotiated

• Wide coverage of products

• Minimum requirements apply

• Reduction of import duties

• Usually to 0%

• Requirements

• Rules of origin

• Any other agreed clause

Quantitative 
Benefits

Reduction of 
Import Duty

Qualitative 
Benefits

Import 
Requirement 
Facilitation

(Mutual Recognition)

But to Get Preferential Access …

A series of 
conditions must 

be met

Since it involves 
taxation 

reduction, 
many problems 

may occur

Importance of 
being well-
familiarized 

with all 
conditions
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In preferential access, 
how to determine the 
origin of a product?

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS
The Origin of Products

Majority of products

Produced in the country

Substantive 
transformation

Aquaculture

Marine fisheries
Specific and complex 

rules
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Preferential Trade – Rules of Origin

Te
rr
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o

ry
 R

u
le Live animals born and raised 

there

Products from live animals 
raised there

Products obtained by hunting 
or fishing conducted there

Products of sea fishing and 
other products taken from 
the sea outside the territorial 
waters of countries A or B by 
their vessels

V
e

ss
e

l R
u

le Registered or recorded in 
countries A or B

Sailing under the flag of 
country A or B

Owned by nationals of country 
A or B

Masters and officers from 
country A or B

Minimum percentage of crew 
being nationals of country A or 
B

Traditional and
“Modern Clauses” in 
Trade Agreements
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Common Trade Agreement Clauses

Traditional  Trade 
Agreements 

• Overall clauses of the trade 
agreement to get the tariff 
reduction

• Concentrated on trade clauses

• Rules of origin

• Tariff reduction

New Generation of Trade 
Agreements

• Introduction of non-trade clauses to 
allow the tariff reduction to be applied

• Clauses with a global interest but 
beyond the traditional trade analysis

• Environmental clauses

• IUU fishing

• Fisheries subsidies

The Comprehensive Agreement for Progressive 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)

• Countries
Australia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Canada, 
Chile, Japan, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Peru, 
Singapore, Viet Nam and 
expanding!

• 14% of global production

• Intra CPTTP trade: US$ 
6.3 billionTr
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• The protection of the ozone 
layer

• Ship pollution

• Biodiversity conservation

• Invasive species

• Illegal wildlife trade

• Marine capture fisheries

• Fisheries management

• Conservation measures

• Fisheries subsidiesN
e

w
 G

e
n

e
ra

ti
o

n
 

C
la

u
se

s
13

14



MAC Executive Committee - Working 
Group 2 - EU Markets - FAO Presentation -

June 2023

8

Non-Traditional Clauses 
are becoming the “New 

Normal” of Trade 
Agreements

What are the Existing Main 
Sources of Preferential 

Access Information?
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Some 
Sources of 

Trade 
Agreement 
Information

Food Use

Non-Food Use

Country Source
(Government)

WTO’s Tariff Analysis 
Online (TAO)

WTO Tariff Download 
Facility (TDF)

the International Trade 
Centre (ITC) ’s Market 

Access Map (MAcMap)

World Bank’s World 
Integrated Trade 
Solution (WITS)

But they 
do have 

limitations

Food Use

Non-Food Use

62.5%

54.5% 53.3%

22.4%

13.3%

16.1%
34.6%

15.4%

20.7%
43.7%

42.8%38.6%

32.3%

31.7%
31.4%

There is a wide variation in
• usability

• features

• level of detail

Importance of the exporter compliance with

• Rules of Origin

• Sustainability clauses

• product coverage

The importance of the specific nuances of 
the fisheries and aquaculture industry
• the vessel flag provisions,

• the possibility of the product being captured or farmed in various 
UNCLOS maritime zones
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Basic Principles
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Comprehensive 
Description

Tunas (of the genus 
Thunnus), frozen; excluding
albacore or long-finned tunas, 

yellowfin tunas, skipjack or 
stripe-bellied bonito, bigeye 
tunas, Atlantic bluefin tunas, 

Pacific bluefin tunas and 
southern bluefin tunas, and 

also excluding fillets and other 
meat (whether or not minced), 
livers, roes, milt, fins, heads, 
tails, maws and other edible 

offal.

HS 0303.49
HS Code Other tunas, frozen

The FAO Regional Trade Agreement on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Products

The FAO Regional Trade Agreement on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Products

UNCLOS Maritime Zones
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Unfit for 
human 

consumpt
ion

Prepared, 
preserved

Flours, 
meals, 
pellets

Fillets: 
dried, 

salted, in 
brine, 

smoked

Fillets: 
fresh, 

chilled, 
frozen

Dried, 
salted, in 

brine, 
smoked

Frozen
Fresh, 
chilled

Live

0511.911604
0309.10

or
2301

030503040305030303020301Fish

0511.911605
0309.90

or
2301

0306.900306.100306.300306.30Crustaceans

0511.911605
0309.90

or
2301

0307030703070307Molluscs

0511.911605
0309.90

or
2301

0306030803080308

Other 
Aquatic 

Invertebrates
1212

or
1302

Seaweed, 
Algae

1504
1516.10
1517.90

Oils

2103.90Sauce

Since it is a yet-to-be-
developed database, 
suggestions are more 

than welcome
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Additional Information on Fisheries and 
Aquaculture and Regional Trade Agreements

Online accessOnline access
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GLOBEFISH Resources
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Sustainable Fish Trade
For Today and Tomorrow

www.linkedin.com/in/mcdesouza
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