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Market Advisory Council
Working Group 3: EU control and sanitary issues, consumer rules

Draft Agenda
Thursday, 8 June 2023 (09:00 — 12:30 CET)
BusinessEurope, Av. de Cortenbergh 168, 1000 Brussels
Interpretation in EN, ES, FR

Welcome from the Chair, Benoit Thomassen
Adoption of the agenda and of the last meeting’s minutes (30.03.23)

Action points
State-of-play of the action points of the last meeting - information

Substantiating Green Claims

Presentation of proposal for a directive on substantiation and communication of explicit
environmental claims by Eva Funcken, DG ENV

Exchange of views

Way forward

Hygiene and Sanitary Issues (Inorganic Arsenic)

Exchange of views about upcoming legislation on the maximum levels of inorganic arsenic in
certain foodstuffs with Veerle Vanheusden, DG SANTE E2

Way forward

Hygiene and Sanitary Issues (Stiffening)

Presentation on ongoing update to food hygiene rules for products of animal origin,
specifically stiffening of smoked fillets, by Tomasz Pyjor, PSPR

Exchange of views

Way forward

Online Sales to Consumers
Presentation of the initiative “La Pescaderia Artesanal” by Maria Luisa Alvaréz Blanco,
FEDEPESCA

Exchange of views

Break
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11:00

12:20

12:25

12:30

Market Advisory Council

EU Algae Initiative
Presentation of the results of the Secretariat’s questionnaire

Consideration of draft advice
Way forward

Cell-Based Protein of Aquatic Animals
Presentation of the results of the Secretariat’s questionnaire

Consideration of draft advice
Way forward

AOB
Summary of action items

End of meeting
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Annotated Version

Type Item Background Purpose Documents

Information + | Substantiating Gren | Following a Roadmap and a public consultation, on 22 March | Presentation of the | - MAC Advice (2020)

Decision Claims 2023, the Commission adopted a legislative proposal for a | legislative  proposal by | - MAC Advice (2022)
directive on “substantiation and communication of explicit | COM representative. | - COM Press Release

environmental claims”. The aim of the legislative proposal is
to propose common criteria against greenwashing and
misleading environmental claims. Before companies
communicated communicate on the covered types of claims,
these will need to be independently verified and proven with
scientific evidence. On 10 December 2020, the MAC adopted
advice inspired by the public consultation. On 24 May 2022,
the MAC adopted advice on Product Environmental Category
Rules (PEFCR) for Marine Fish for Human Consumption.

Decision on way forward
(e.g., drafting of advice,
monitoring developments,
none).

- Legislative Proposal

Information +
Decision

Hygiene and Sanitary
Issues (Inorganic
Arsenic)

Under Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/1006, the
maximum levels of inorganic arsenic in some foodstuffs were
regulated. In 2021, EFSA published a scientific opinion on
dietary exposure to inorganic arsenic, which called for a
reduction in the exposure. DG SANTE initiated the work to
revise the regulation. At the 27 January 2023 meeting, it was
agreed, as an action point, that, an item on arsenic would be
scheduled.

Exchange of views with
COM representative about
upcoming legislation on
maximum levels of arsenic,
particularly shellfish.
Decision on way forward
(e.g., drafting of advice,
monitoring developments,
none).

- Regulation
- EFSA Opinion

Information +
Decision

Hygiene and Sanitary
Issues (Stiffening)

Regulation 853/2004 lay downs specific hygiene rules for
food of animal origin. On 27 April 2023, COM published a
draft delegated act amending these rules, which includes
amendments on the stiffening of fishery products.

Presentation of concerns
related to the proposed
amendment by  PSPR.
Decision on way forward
(e.g., drafting of aduvice,

- Draft Delegated Act



https://marketac.eu/substantiating-green-claims/
https://marketac.eu/recommendation-of-mac-concerning-product-environmental-category-rules-pefcr-for-marine-fish-for-human-consumption/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_1692
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2023%3A0166%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2015/1006/oj
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6380
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13725-Food-hygiene-products-of-animal-origin-updated-rules-_en
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monitoring developments,
none).

Information

Online Sales
Consumers

to

With the support NextGenerationEU funds and of the
Spanish authorities, FEDEPESCA launched an online
marketplace, “La Pescaderia Artesanal”, exclusively for
specialised fishmongers.

Presentation of the
initiative by FEDEPESCA.
Exchange of views among
members.

- Information Page

Consideration

EU Algae Initiative

On 15 November 2022, the European Commission published
a communication “towards a strong and sustainable and
sustainable EU Algarve sector”. At the 30 March 2023
meeting, COM representatives delivered a presentation on
the initiative. It was agreed, as an action item, that the
Secretariat would circulate a questionnaire to the members
on measures to increase social awareness and market
acceptance of algae and algae-based products, which could
potentially serve as a basis for a draft advice.

Presentation of the results
of the Secretariat’s
questionnaire.
Consideration  of
advice.

draft

- Communication

- Presentation

- Draft Advice (via email
/ Members Area)

Consideration

Cell-Based Protein

On 22 December 2022, Horizon Europe launched a call for a
project on cultured meat and cultured seafood. At the 30
March 2023 meeting, an introductory presentation about
cell-based protein was delivered. It was agreed, as an action
item, that a questionnaire would be circulated to the
members to gather their views, which could potentially serve
as a basis for a draft advice.

Presentation of the results
of the Secretariat’s
guestionnaire.
Consideration  of
advice.

draft

- HORIZON project call

- Presentation

- Draft Advice (via email
/ Members Area)



https://www.lapescaderiartesanal.es/es-ES/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12780-Blue-bioeconomy-towards-a-strong-and-sustainable-EU-algae-sector_en
https://marketac.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/DG-MARE-Presentation-EU-Algae-Initiative.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2023-farm2fork-01-13;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=food;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,2,8,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://marketac.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Good-Food-Institute-Presentation-Cultured-Seafood.pdf

