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• NQS: Main objectives of the report:

• Provide a general and comprehensive overview on NQS;

• Present data / information on the 20 most important NQS;

• Present data / information on the spatial distribution of 

fishing effort, landings weight and respective value;

• Prepare factsheets for 10 most important NQS;

• Evaluate the quality of data on NQS from different 

sources of information;

• Identify issues and lacking information to support stock 

assessment and fishery management of NQS.

Non-quota stocks (NQS)



• NQS: Landings weight (kg) in the area by MS (annual average 2017-2019)

Non-quota stocks (NQS)

NQS = 291.1 thousand tonnes:

1 - France (140.6 K t.)

2 - Denmark (58.8 K t.)

3 - Netherlands (53.1 K t.)

4 - Ireland (17.4 K t.)

5 - Germany (12.6 K t.)

6 - Belgium (6.3 K t.)



• NQS: Landings value (€) in the area by MS (annual average 2017-2019) 

Non-quota stocks (NQS)

NQS = 539.2 Million euros:

1 - France (263.3 M €)

2 - Netherlands (117.4 M €)

3 - Ireland (56.2 M €)

4 - Germany (47.9 M €)

5 - Denmark (31.8 M €)

6 - Belgium (16.6 M €)



• NQS: Landings weight (kg) and value (€) and respective share in the EU

Non-quota stocks (NQS)

NQS = EU landings share (%):

- France: 1st kg / 1st € (48.3 - 48.8%)

- Denmark: 2nd kg / 5th € (20.2 - 5.9%)

- Netherlands: 3rd kg / 2nd € (18.2 - 21.8%)

- Ireland: 4th kg / 3rd € (6.0 - 10.4%)

- Germany: 5th kg / 4th € (4.3 - 8.9%)

- Belgium 6th kg / 6th € (2.2 - 3.1%)



• NQS: Top-10 species in landings weight (kg) in the area 

(annual average 2017-2019)

Non-quota stocks (NQS)

• NQS: Main species:

1) Blue mussel (MUS); 2) King scallop (SCE); 

3) Common shrimp (CSH); 4) Tangle (LQD); 

5) Whelk (WHE); 6) Pilchard (PIL);                      

7) Brown crab (CRE) = 10.045 thousand 

tonnes; 8) Kelp (LAH); 9) Cockle (COC);                  

10) Razor shell (EQE)



• NQS: Top-10 species in landings value (€) in the area 

(annual average 2017-2019)

Non-quota stocks (NQS)

• NQS: Main species:

1) Common shrimp (CSH); 2) King scallop 

(SCE); 3) Whelk (WHE);                             

4) Brown crab (CRE) = 25.8 million euros;

5) Squids (SQZ); 6) Cuttlefish (CTC); 

7) Lobster (LBE); 8) John dory (JOD); 

9) Surmullet (MUR); 10) Spider crab (SCR)



• North Sea (ICES 4a,b,c), West of Scotland (6a), Irish Sea (7a), Celtic Sea 

(7f,g,h,j), Eastern Channel (7d) and Western Channel (7e)

Spatial distribution and temporal variation (year and Q) in landings

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

2016
Q3

≈10 k t.



• Landings weight (kg) and value (€) in the area by sea basin and MS:

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

• Sea basins:

1) West of Scotland; 2) Celtic Sea;             

3) North Sea); 4) Irish Sea;                         

5) Western channel; 6) Eastern channel.

• Member States:

1) Ireland; 2) France; 3) Netherlands;         

4) Belgium; 5) Denmark; 6) Germany.



• Main fleets and fishing gears

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

• Main fleets:

- Ireland (12-18; 10-12 and <10 m LOA);

- France (18-24; 12-18; 10-12 and < 10 m LOA. 

• Main gears:

- FPO = pots and traps (targeted fishery);

- DFN = drift nets and fixed nets (bycatch);

- TBB = beam trawl (bycatch).



• West of Scotland: Spatial distribution and temporal variation in landings

• West of Scotland = 1st in landings weight (kg) and value (€)

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

2016

Q3

≈ 𝟑 k t.



• Celtic Sea: Spatial distribution and temporal variation in landings

• Celtic Seas = 2nd in landings weight (kg) and 3rd in landings value (€)

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

2016 / 2017

Q3

≈2 k t.



• North Sea: Spatial distribution and temporal variation in landings

• North Sea = 3rd in landings weight (kg) and 2nd in landings value (€)

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

2020

Q4

≈2.5 k t.



• Irish Sea: Spatial distribution and temporal variation in landings

• Irish Sea = 4th in landings weight (kg) and 5th in landings value (€)

Brown crab (Cancer pagurus)

2016 / 2018

Q3

≈1 k t.
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