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• The European Union is one of the world’s largest seafood markets

• The EU Regulation establishing a Community system to prevent, deter and 

eliminate IUU fishing (the EU IUU Regulation) establishes a catch 

certification scheme to help EU Member States detect and block products 

sourced from IUU fishing at their borders. 

• MS must submit a report to the EC providing detailed information on the 

application of the EU IUU Regulation and on seafood import controls every 

two years.

• This analysis focuses on reports submitted by the then 28 MS, covering the 

2018/19 reporting period, to assess whether all MS are effectively controlling 

seafood imports. 

Background
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Disparities between the documentary checks undertaken by MS:
• proportion of CCs that are subject to checks
• procedures involved

There are also sometimes issues with data reporting.

Routine documentary checks of 

all import CCs received



Application of a risk-based approach to 
assessing CCs



Verification of CCs to ascertain 

compliance of imports 



Verification of CCs to ascertain 

compliance of imports



Physical inspections of consignments: 

direct landings



Physical inspections of consignments: freight 

consignments

In the 2018/19 biennial reports, 7 MS 

reported that they did not carry out physical 

inspections of import consignments.

• Belgium

• Czech Republic

• Finland

• Greece

• Hungary

• Latvia

• Romania

Between the other Member States, 
physical inspections of import 
consignments vary in terms of

•How consignments are selected for 
inspection 

•The competent authorities responsible for 
carrying out inspections

•The quantity of inspections



• Over the 
2018/19 period, 
only 47 import 
consignments 
were rejected 
by Member 
States.

Rejection of consignments in the cases 

of non-compliance



Rejection of consignments in the cases 

of non-compliance

• No trend seen 
for increased 
rejections by 
MS with higher 
risk imports



Biennial reporting to the Commission on 

activities under the EU IUU Regulation

• Although MS reserve the right to withhold information from the public, the 
information provided to the EU IUU Fishing Coalition has generally improved over 
time. 

• Certain sections within the biennial reports for the 2016/17 and 2018/19 reporting 
periods provided by the European Commission in response to an ‘access to 
information’ request were redacted by some MS. 

• A number of identified improvements could be made to the reporting template, as 
some non-specific questions result in a lack of consistent responses from MS and 
differences in the level of detail provided. 



CONCLUSIONS





It is important to note however that a number of Member States are 
performing well with regards to implementation of the EU IUU 

Regulation.

BUT, the variation in implementation of the EU IUU Regulation weakens 
the entire EU import control scheme, opening the system up to abuse as 
operators involved in IUU fishing may likely target Member States with 

lax controls – ‘control shopping’. 

The IUU trade will persist and illegal products will continue to enter 
the EU until all Member States implement the requirements of the EU 

IUU Regulation effectively.



SUGGESTED 

RECOMMENDATIONS



For the European Commission:

• Continue to strive towards a consistent application and 

implementation of import control procedures across the EU:

• including CC checks

• a risk-based approach and verifications

• Initiate infringement procedures against MS who fail to meet the 

requirements of the EU IUU Regulation



For the European Commission: 

• Audit MS to verify the submitted information

• Hold MS accountable for failure to uphold key EU IUU Regulation 

requirements

• Standardised risk analysis criteria and benchmarks for the 

verification of high-risk CCs and inspection of consignments

• Encourage MS engagement with CATCH IT

• Support MS authorities responsible for seafood imports within MS



For EU Member States: 

• Allocate sufficient capacity and resources

• Ensure that necessary procedures in place for the legal adoption of 

the CATCH IT System 

• Establish and apply a standardised EU-wide approach to risk analysis

• Apply standardised, thorough verification and inspection procedures 

of higher-risk CCs and consignments

• Ensure comprehensive data submission for the biennial reports



THANK YOU
tom.walsh@ejfoundation.org
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