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• Article 13 TFEU

• 5 Directives on animals kept in farms:

• All farm animals 

• Laying hens

• Calves

• Pigs

• Chickens for meat production

• 2 Regulations:

• Animal transport

• Killing of animals

EU animal welfare legislation



Farm to Fork Strategy

”The Commission will revise the animal 
welfare legislation, including on animal 

transport and the slaughter of animals, to 
align it with the latest scientific evidence, 

broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce 
and ultimately ensure a higher level of 

animal welfare.”
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• Evaluation of the existing EU animal welfare legislation



• Lack of clarity of certain provisions.

• Lack of specific, updated and detailed requirements.

• Lack of tools to monitor, measure and report.

• Lack of training and competencies.

• Insufficient and uneven information to consumers.

Fitness Check: preliminary results



Impact Assessment

• Launched with an “Inception Impact Assessment”

• Feedback period: 06/07-24/08/2021 (i.e. seven weeks)

• 983 contributions received.

• Open Public Consultation until 21.01.2022:

• 59281 contributions received.



Ongoing main EFSA mandates on animal 
welfare

Mandate* Agreed deadline

Transport June 2022

Pigs June 2022

Broilers** December 2022

Laying hens** December 2022

Calves March 2023

Ducks, geese, quail March 2023

Dairy cows March 2023

• Mandates for rabbits and for slaughter are already available.

**   Also addressing broiler breeders, pullets and layer breeders. 
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• 26 October 2021: Commission sent roadmap to EFSA indicating its planned 

future mandates in the area of farm animal welfare, after 2023:

• Beef cattle

• Sheep and goats

• Turkeys

• Farmed salmon and trout (June 2026); farmed carp (June 2027); farmed sea bass, 

sea bream, European eel (June 2028); farmed tune (December 2029)

• Ducks, geese and quail

• Equines

• Minks, racoon dogs, foxes

• Certain invertebrates such as decapods (December 2030)

Roadmap of future mandates to EFSA



• Inception Impact Assessment includes 2 options for the killing of fish:

• Option 1 : provisions for the five main species of farmed fish (Atlantic salmon, 

common carp, rainbow trout, European sea bass and gilthead sea bream)

• Option 2 : provisions for two species (European sea bass and gilthead sea 

bream)

• EFSA roadmap

• Scientific opinions on other aspects than killing

• Published on SANTE website (https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-

10/aw_eval_revision_roadmap_efsa.pdf).

Specific actions related to aquatic animals

https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-10/aw_eval_revision_roadmap_efsa.pdf


Thank you!


