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• WHY another Brown Crab Focus Group?

• Brown crab has been steadily increasing in importance 
for a number of fleets in EU waters

• Brown Crab has already been the subject of advice to 
the European Commission regarding 
• Management (NWWAC)
• Cadmium levels (MAC)

• Brown Crab has encountered a number of difficulties 
regarding market access, especially in Asian markets

• Brown Crab is a non-quota species so care must be 
taken that it is not over-exploited
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• What are the objectives of the Joint FG Brown Crab?
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• WHAT will this Focus Group on Brown Crab 
do?

• Widen the scope of dialogue between all brown crab 
stakeholders in EU waters to improve communications

• Assess the common problems for the stakeholders at 
all stages of the supply chain from catching to market 
including
• Management measures

• Fishing effort

• Regulatory issues, especially regarding third countries

• Strategies and preparation for unforeseen 
circumstances such as the COVID-19 pandemic
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• What will this Focus Group on Brown Crab look 
like?
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• WHAT is the Brown Crab Focus Group Timeline? 

• The Brown Crab Focus Group has already begun its 
work

• Terms of Reference have been adopted

• Initial Meeting (virtual) was held on 17th November

• The Chair (Norah Parke) was elected.

• The Focus Group will begin its work as soon as possible 
and report regularly to its parent Advisory Councils 

• It will prepare advice for the European Commission by 
September 2020.   
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• A sincere “Thank you” to the Secretariats of 

• The Markets Advisory Council

• The North Western Waters Advisory Council
and

• The North Sea Advisory Council

for their help in setting up this Focus Group
• Further information: Norah Parke, norah@kfo.ie , ++353 (0) 879055414
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