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EU IUU Policy

LEGAL BASIS: Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008:
EU IUU Regulation

CATCH CERTIFICATION SCHEME

 Tool to fight IUU fishing

 Catch Certificate required for all consignments of
fishery products destined to EU market

 Paper-based system



IT CATCH

 Current project: move from paper-based system to an IT
system (CATCH):

 facilitate controls and verifications at EU borders

 facilitate cooperation among competent authorities

 avoid abusive use of Catch certificates

 create level playing field for all operators

 reduction of administrative burden for Member States
and other stakeholders



IT CATCH

 Presentation and official launch of the first
version (1.0) of the IT system in May 2019

 The current version includes catch certificates,
processing statements and importer
declarations

 Important features introduced: risk analysis
and quantity management in order to avoid
overshooting of catch certificate quantities



IT CATCH
 A real-time EU wide database that will connect all the MS
competent authorities: more harmonised and
coordinated controls at EU level

 Already up and running and can be used by EU authorities
and EU stakeholders on a voluntary basis

 Legal basis for compulsory use of CATCH by EU
authorities and EU operators: foreseen in 2020/2021

 CATCH is an evolving project and next versions will be
deployed in the coming years



USE OF 
CATCH

Before the entry into 
force of the legal 
basis

After the entry into
force of the legal 
basis

EU Member States 
(authorities)

Voluntary use Mandatory use

EU importers/
stakeholders

Voluntary use Mandatory use

Third countries 
authorities

Voluntary use Voluntary use

Third countries 
stakeholders/
exporters

Voluntary use Voluntary use

The more it will be used by third countries, the less burdensome it will 
be for all.

The more reliable information will be. 
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CATCH

IMPORTER DECLARATION









Questions?



Thank you for your 
attention !


